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Vivian "Viv" Trillow Smith is best known as the artist who 
designed the popular Hallmark Dolls from the Land of Make 
Believe and Dolls of the Nations series published in 1947 
through 1951. Her "This is ... A Hallmark Paper Doll" series of 
the fifties is also well-known among paper doll collectors.

But those paper doll cards are only a small fraction of her 
work. An immensely prolific and versatile artist who worked 
at Hallmark from 1924 through 1970, she was reported by the 
Christian Science Monitor in 1948 to have designed an aver-
age of 250 cards per year. If the estimate is accurate, that 
would mean a lifetime output of over 10,000 cards.

Born Vivian Elizabeth Trillow on 6 Jan 1905 in Des Moines, Iowa, “Viv” was the daughter of 
florist William Trillow and his wife Grace Estelle Ostrum. In the early twenties the Trillow 
family moved to Kansas City, where Vivian began work at Hallmark in 1924 at the age of 19, 
initially as a colorist and letterer. She was the first student in Hallmark’s in-house training 
program for artists, and eventually became known as the “queen of Hallmark.”

In 1938 she married John Hugh Smith Jr. of Joplin, who was 6 years her junior. They had no 
children of their own, but were very close to John’s nephew Harold Weygandt and his four 
children. In 1945 the Weygandt and Smith families moved together to southern California, 
where the two men formed an aviation company. From then until her retirement in 1970, 
Vivian worked remotely, mailing in her assignments, and traveling to Kansas City several 
times a year. She died in San Diego on March 25, 1984.

Although Viv was the first artist allowed by Hallmark to sign her work, few of her illustrations 
are signed. Those that are include the Hallmark doll cards, the Paper Doll Playhouse of 1958,   
a book called “A Child’s Prayers” published in 1968, and a short series of doll cards published 
in the late sixties. She is also attributed in various articles and interviews published during her 
lifetime with illustrating the Scribbles and Doodles character cards of the late forties, and the 
“This is a Hallmark Paper Doll” series. In addition, Hallmark’s retrospective book “A Century 
of Caring” contains photos of several non-doll cards, and the Hallmark Visitor Center has a 
display of the prototype original art for a handful of cards.

All the other cards and collectibles in my Vivian collection I have attributed to her through 
comparison with those few known items. This has been a challenge, since unlike many other 
artists, she did not confine herself to any trademark style. Her work changed to follow (and 
often influence) the graphic design trends of each decade. I have no inside info from Hallmark, 
and part of this presentation covers a few of the heuristics I use to decide which cards are 
probably her work.



Christian Science Monitor

October 9, 1948

“Unofficial dean of Hall’s 120 artists,
she turns out an average of some 250
cards per year.”



Vivian Elizabeth Trillow

William Trillow Grace Estelle Ostrow

6 Jan 1905
Des Moines, Iowa

2 Aug 1866
England

8 July 1940
St. Joseph, MO

28 Nov 1879
St. Paul, MN

12 May 1944
Kansas City, MO

26 Mar 1984
San Diego, California

John H. Smith Jr.

John H. Smith Sr. Ida Belle Reynolds

born about 1911
Je�erson, Missouri

Audra M. Smith
born about 1902

Oklahoma
died before 1930?

Harold W. Weygandt Sr.
5 Aug 1901

Wentworth, MO
13 Nov 1977

Los Angeles, CA

Harold W. “Hal” Weygandt Jr.
3 Jan 1920

Joplin, MO
11 April 2003
Placer Co., CA

born about 1875
Missouri

born about 1862
Illinois

1905 : Born in Des Moines
1922: Moves to Kansas City
1924:  Starts work at Hallmark, as colorist and letterer
1928: Promoted to designer
1936: Travels to Europe with Ethelwyn Dills
1938: Marries John H. Smith
1945: Moves to California to work from home
1947-1949: Hallmark Doll Cards
1970: Retires
1984: Dies in San Diego

















































Scribbles



Doodles



Cuddles



Dee Dee



BLUE JEAN





r;J.am1..w,/1.AJ- 7 94 7 

tJ 

THE WILUAM LEYS 0IY G000$ COM#ANY 

-n.c-,..._,,.. 
NfWPOIT. � $.ANO 

',J;(;,ulM\f- 194 7 __A,1,,,,dt., 19 4 7 

� C
,. 

> ·''

�1947 
<;}1.nc., 1947 

w' 
I � 

(!,' 

!J " 

,;� 

. 
( � I, 

� 1947 � 1947 (!)� 1947 � 1947 1).u:.,,,,,tl,,;,, 1947 

� � � �'-· 



















Vivian "Viv" Trillow Smith is best known as the artist who designed the popular Dolls from

the Land of Make Believe and Dolls of the Nations series published in 1947 and 1948. Her 
"This is ... A Hallmark Paper Doll" series of the fifties, highlighted here, is also well-known 
among paper doll collectors. But those paper doll cards are only a very small fraction of her 
work. An immensely prolific and versatile artist who worked at Hallmark from 1924 through 
1970, she was reported (by the Christian Science Monitor in 1948) to have designed an 
average of 250 cards per year, or about one per work day. If the estimate is accurate, that 
would mean a lifetime output of about 11,500 cards. Even if her later output was lower in 
many years, 5,000 is probably a conservative number. 

Besides the doll cards and paper doll cards for which she is best remembered, she was also a 
master of humorous illustrations, lettering, babies and a nima Is, especially cats and rabbits. 
Some other Viv items on my web site are the Hallmark May Baskets, the Dancing Debbie and 
Wee Willie gift wrap, a 1957 pinup calendar, a birthday card that I restored for my dad's
83rd birthday, another card in honor of my mom's 75th birthday, and a Valentine's Day card 
for my boyfriend. 

On July 1, 2010 I exhibited over 400 items from my Viv Smith collection at the 2010 Paper 
Doll Convention in Kansas City, Missouri. Eventually I will be converting these web pages into 
an online catalog of the highlights of the collection, but it is hard finding the time to scan and 
format everything. In the meantime, here are some links to Facebook photo albums: 

This is a screenshol of mid web sile al 
Photos ta ken at the actua I exhibit 

l  pell il .verio.com/ dolls/pd _scans/hm/viv _ind ex. hl m I
Close up photos of some o f  the popup items (or jusl goog le "Teri Pellil Hall mar�" 
My visit to the HallmarkVisitorCenter(emphasis onViv's items shown there) or "Teri Pellil paper dolls") 

"A Little Bit o f  Heaven" (sea ns o f  baby and angel cards) 
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